SONE NEW BOOKS

Furtish Trade Unions,

The fact that the largest Trades Unlen Con-
gresa ever hald Is mow aitting et Liverpool
rendera time'y the pubilestion of a historyr of |
labor organieations In Great Britaln, The Cuwe
Mot of Oapital and Lahor, by Gronne How.
e, M. P Masmiilann’, ta, an the wub-title In-
@iantos, & review of the orlein. progress. con-

tution, aud alms of the British trade unlons

tis nsscond and ravised sditlon of & work
origlually pubiished nbaut twelve yoars ago,
Pat whioh nsedml to be rewritton, owing to the
enormous elinnges whieh have takem place In
e pablie attitads toward industrial questions
and In the attitude of n Iarge finction of the
tades unlonisth themsolven. The sathorsa
point of view Ia not thatof the new trads
unioniats no-called, whose advanced saction Ia
sompossd of sotialists, and all of whom are in-
elined to look to the fiate for ald. favoring.
gor axample, the enactment of an eight-hour
Jaw. Ho bolongs rather to the old-fashloned
trade unlookstsa. who have hitherto been
dominant In trade eongreason, and who bee
Meve that workmen should roly rather upon
wolantary scombinntion and mutual ondnerae
tlon than npon Government Interporiilon. He
Ppolds, moreaver. that fores Is no ramedy In the
orgaatzation of Iabor any more than ILis In the
erganization of tho Btate, nnd that nnlonlsts
Bave no more right to compel men 10 belong to
® trade union than emp!oyars have to roatrain
workmen from jolning a unlon or remalning
fn it Ina word, Mr. Howell would now be
elassod as a consarvativa In the ranks of labor,
although twelve yoars ago he was secounted an
extreme radlenl. On all sides, howaver, ho ls
peknowledged the higheat authority on the sub-
feet whioh he discusses in thia volumae, In-
doad, the appearance of the fleat editlon of this
book was coincident with the revoluton In
English publie oplnlon regarding the legitl-
macy of trade organizations,
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The modsrn trade unions are not continua-
tionsof the medimval oraft guilds, but sbould
gather be desoribod ns sucaessors of the Iatter
sdapted to new conditions. soolal and indas-
trial. They coma Into existence when the
Eoglish communlty csssed Lo observe the reg-
wiations whioh, after the dissolution of the ald
glﬂdl.wm made for the protection of labor,

be chiaf of thess requlations wers ambodiad
o the famous statule concerning approntices
paased In the Alth yenr of Ellzabeth, audin-
tended to apply to all trades practissd at fhat
time anywhers In Ingland, thouch subse-
guently parrowed by judiclal Inlerpretalion to
eitles, towna corporates. mnd market towns.
The prineipal features of this statute were
the following: (1) No one could exerelss any
bandieraft, unless bhe hud been broushe upin it
for at least seven years as an apprentico. (2)
Whoever had thres approntioen must keop one
journeymun. and for every othor apprentics
above three one othor juurneyman, (41 No
journeyman oould be omploysd for n shorter
period than one yeor, or discharged at nll
unless upon a quarter's warning (41 The
hours of Iabor wers fixed atabout twelve in
summer, and from daybreak ustll sunset in
winter, 5. Wages were to Lo nssossad yeurly
by thoe Justicea of tha Ponce in the euuntry
and by the municipal mugistrates jn towns,
The same nuthoritles wore to asttlo all dis-
putea betwoeen muslers and apprentices, nud to
protect the iatter. So long ns these roguin-
tions ware onrried out. the position of the
workmon wns securs and, on the wholo, satise
factory. The long term of sorvice nasured that
which workmen above everrthing deaired—
rogularity of employmont. Morecver, the
magistrates, aceordlug to the lutention of thae
Bal, Were Lo Ko HBBO <8 Wagos a8 to ' yield unto
the hired porson both in the thma of soarcity
anu {o the time of plenty B convenlent progur-
Hou of wagea.” Again, the (lxed houraof labor
were for that time not exeessive, eapocinlly ns
tho mannor of workiog was not then so ox-
hauastive aa [t is now. Floally, the restricilons
as to aporentices prevenied the skilled work-
mon (rom belng lowsred to the level of coms-
mon laborers through unlimited competition,

Tyede unions originated, ss we have sald,
‘with the non-observance of these eyulitable
pegulations. In the woollen manulacturss,
for example, the old staple trade of England,
the Justioes fixed the rate of wages in 174u,
bot their mssessment was not carrled out In
practice. The disappearance of a legal rate of
wagos led to oppression of the workmen by the
mastsrs, and this oppression caused the work-
men temporarily to combine, Five senra luter
comblnations of workmen employed in woollen
manufsotures wers probibited, and In the fol-
lowing yenr |1726) an net was passed ordering
the Juntican to resume the assesslng of wagos
In this trade, Bafore long. howsvar, the prac-
tioe of judielally fixing rates of wages agaln
foll into disuse, for In 1758 the workmen petl-
tioned the Justioes 1o declare & rate of wagoes
in scoordance with the statute: but the mas-
tars prescnted a counter potition. and the Jus-
tices refused. The workmen In the woollen
trade were thua doubly wronged. Ther were
prohibited from combining by the act of 1744,
which was enforced. while tho Justices re-
fused to oarry out the mot of 1726 for determine.
ing their wages. The outcoms of this sltn-
ation was & strike of the weavera, which led to
riota. By this strike the masters were Induced
to agree with the workmen, and by a nDew
statute passed In the same year (1758) the Jus-
tices were again ordered to settle yearly the
Fates of wages [n the woollen trade, But all
manufactures were on the eve of a great
change causad by the luvention of Improved
machinery, and the resultant application of
much larger capital. It now becsme the (n-
tarest of mill owners to disregard the restric.
tions which for more than two centuries had
been lmposed upon employers with regard to
the proportion of approntioss emuloyed, The
smployment of groat numbers of women and

+ hs well as of malo sdults who had not

od an weppremtfceship, took ihe bread

t of the moulha of the weuvers, whoss
discontent led In 1796 to the formation
of & trade soolety known as the " Institution.”
alm was to prevent people frow carry-

on trade In violatlon of long-established
gustom. The founders of this soclety do not
poot to have known that the custom to which
they appealad had the sanotlon of law, and
thit they might prooeed 1n court agninst the
transgressora of the statute passed In the flth
your of Ellzabeth. They soon disoovered their
rights, however, and when such trade nesocle-
tions as the ' Institution” wore forbldden by
laws onscted In 1769 and 1800, the workmen
coatinued to ocomblue under the eloak of
friendly soolstiss, whose purpose was the legnl
prossoution of the violntors of the sintute of
& Ellzaboil, Several employers having besn
econvioted under this Iaw, the mestsr manu-
facturers potitioned Parllament for its re-
poal. Notwithstauding the oounter petition
of the workmen, the statute was suspended for
the woollen manufscturers for one year, and
the suspensjon was annually renewed until
1809, wheun the law was partially repsaled—s
ropoal which was made total and applivable to
all trados o 1810 and 18914, Now begnn the
darkest poriod In the hilstory of Engilsh labor,
On the one hsud the community spsaking
through Ite leglalative organ Lorbndo work nien
to combine for mutusl protegton, and onithe
other plaoed them s regards wages st he

Iﬂrot the -n loyer, Indeed, the repesl of
Eu.uhuh wae expresuly advo-

uhﬂ l'nlu-mt on the ground thatits
mainteoanocs would put the determination of
the prioe of labor in the power of the laborers.

ik,

Duriog the long discusslon In Parllament
which preceded the repeal of the statate of §
th, the esuse of the workmen was elo-

wendly shough vainly pleaded by My, Bheri-
soms memorable words spoken by
were to bear fralt sbundently 1o the
Ml-ol tme. “The time will come® sald
Me. Pitt, * when maenufaotures (will heve besn
#0 long estabilsbod. and the oparniives not
Baving nny othine Lusiness to oo Lo, That 1
will be L the power O apy one wen 10 & WD
10 poduioe the wages. aud all the other magu-
factarers must follow, If ever it doss serive
.4 this pleab, Paslinwent, If it be not then sit-
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| ting onalt ta be eslled together, and It It oan- | the pressat lmper:
pot redress your grievancos [t power is at Ao elasssy In Great B

end. Tel me not that Parliament eannol—iis

power to protect s omnipotent.” Maoy years
[ wors to olaose. however, bafore the omnipo-
| tence of Parllament to protect workmen

wis to be maserted. As things stood in

1814 snd long a‘torward the Inw relused

to x wages of regnlate the hours of labor.

while pot only did strikes and eomblun-
‘ tions aubjeet workmen 10 sevare penalilos. but
sugreomants batwoon workmen and smplorers
with regard 10 wagea or hours of toll were
| deolared lllegnl. The Inwa lntended 1o prevent
tho combination of workmen wore, Indeod,
poworlesa to prevent the formation of seoret

#ooletiaa, but they were strong snough to pun-

iati, and we find them put In loree without
| morey and often In deflance of justios In
1805 threa linon woavers woere sent to Wake-
flald jull for three months beoause one of them
had carried a lstier 15 York requesting asnlst-
ance from other workmon. In 1816 Lhree car-
pentars wers santenced to one month's impris-
onmant sach, and two to twelve months' sach
for the offende of combination, Whon, on the
other hand. a bodr ol earpentara prossonted
thelr amplorers for sombination. thay falled to
obtaln a ¢onviction. although the charge was
po completely proved that the eounsal for
the workmen felt bound to return his fees, In
another inatance an employsr ealled ninstasn
of his workmen togethar and detalned them on
the pretence of ponding out for bear, Instend of
whioh Lis sent for twonty-four ofMicors to take
thom Into custody,

The flarce couflicta batweon labor and eap-
ftal requlting from the oppressive legisiation
procured and enforesd by manufscturers did
not pass altogethor unheeded by public men,
and in 1834 Joseph Humo obtalned the ap~
pulntment of a seloct committes of the Moune
ol Commons to consider the laws relating
to workmen., The roport of this comuiitiee
was 80 outspoken in Iis coodomunation
of {ihe persecution to which workmen
bad Lsan subjected that a sintuts pussed In
tho sume year relloved workmon [rom llablity
to punishment for eneaging in peacelal com-
binations or strikes. Naturally workmen took
the hint given them and proeeoded to oxervise
frealy thelr newly moqulred powers. Many
strikes cconrred. nod the Loglsinture, seized
with o panlo, withdrow by tus statute of 1823
many of the concessions mndo to labor in the
proceding year, and materinlly restricted the
right of mssoclation. For losance. all moot
inigs or agreaments for tho purpose ol regulut-
ing the wages or hours of work of nersons not
sctually present at the meetlng or partiss to
thie sgrenmunt wers deciared consplracies, In
faot. there was scarcely moy act performed by
o workman, asn membar of a trade unlum,
which. under the waet of 18456 as judicially in-
terpreted, was not an not of consplracy. The
first great publie protest agalnst this law and
the vindictive manoer ol enlorging It was
mnde in 1534, when elx Dorchester labor-
orf were sentenced fo sevon yenrs' (rans-
portation. ostensibly for administeriog un-
lawful oaths, bot really for the ecilmo of
combioation. 'The convietion was a0 manl-
fextly unjust. and the sentenco so outrageously
eruel that soma of the ablest men of the day
condemned both In no measvured terms. An
{rnmense demonstration took place in the
Copenhagen Fiolds on Mareh 21, 1444, at-
touded. it Is snld, by some 40000 persons. and
& vrocossion some #lx miles fo lcugth. oow-
posed af nearly 5,000 workmen, jrocecdud to
thie odleinl resldence of Lerd Melbourann for
the purpose of vresenting a petiflon brariog
266,000 slguatures on behall of the convicled
laborera. After a good deal of opiosition on
tlie part of the Whie minlsiry. backod as It waa
by the wajor portion of the monufncturing
olnasas, and alter muoh dolay, the six lnboreca
ware pandoned sud an order wias ssued for
thelr liberntion, Dut the whole procecdings
bhad beon eruel and eowardly. the convicted
men had been burrled out o the conntry, and
after belug Innded st Syduey had beon literally
s0ld an sloves at 83 o bead. Even whet thoy
were pardoned, sowe of them did nut hear of
thelr pardon until years afterward, and theses
might never buve heard of It uatll the explra-
tion of thelr sentence, hud not ous of them we-
cldentully lallen across an English newspapor,
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The prosecution of the six Dorchestor Inbor.
ors gave an immenso lmpotus t¢ tho cause of
unlonism. Meetings were held all over the
country, and an sttempt was mnodo to establish
o natioonl federntion of all the trades—an ut-
tempt which for some time wa: measurably
successful, But with the pardon of the con-
vioted workimen the agitation died away. Fer-
mnnent work bLognn to take the place of
spasmodic offort; the several trades noplled
themselves to perfecting the muchinery of
their respoctive organizationsa, and thence-
forth it {s not diMeuls vo trace thelr aystematia
operations. From 1834 to 1842 a goud deal of
orgnnization was aoccomplished, but no con-
oerted demand was made for an mitoration
of the existing law. although protests were
ralsed agsinst the methods of administering
ft. In 1642 aod agaln la 1945 there were nu-
morous strikes followed by prosecutions
which provoked remonstrances, The latter
were In almost every case dlrectod agnlost the
use made of the common law of consplracy,
whereby the masters eudeavored to reach not
only the perpetralors of sots hold unlawful,
but also the commlttess of the several unions,
and to extend the punishment beyond the
thrae months fixed by statute L0 WO yours un-
der the comiaon lnw,

In March, 1645, s soclely was established
ealled the Natlonal Assoclation of Ugnlted
Trados; this continued {n exlistsnce untll 1850,
It became the maiosprivk of & great move-
moent, aod voder its susploes & neWwspRpAT WAS
started called the Labor League, During 1548-
40 the guestion of syastemutlo overtime was
constently debatad, and somewhnt laser three
groat strikes on the part of the englineors, the
cotton operstives, and the tin plute workers
brought the whole subject of tue relations of
employer to employed and of the Inws allecting
workmen into the f ound of dis |
In 1580 & select committee of the House
of Commons was appointed to lnquire inte
matters ted with mast and opera-
tives, but the inguiry bad no practical result
The buliders' strike and lookout. however,
which took plwoe lo Loundon in 1859, riveted
publle attention to tho exlating penasl lawas
axainst workmen, and from thet time agliation
did not ceass untll the foal repeal of those
iaws in 1875, In 1805 snd 1860 A select com-
mittes took & large amount of evidence re-
ganding the operation of the laws governing
ooutraots of sarvice between master and ser-
wvant; the outcome of this Investigation waa
the Master and Hervants act of 1867,
which virtuslly repealsd the provious op-
pregalye legislation on the subjsot. This
ﬁ" novertheless, had to be renewed from your

yoar undl 1878, when the Employoers and
Workmen sot was substitated for it In 1847
the trade! uniops had besn subjected to |s
sovere ordeal. A Hoyal Commission was ap-
polnied ln that yeur to lnquire Into certaln al.
lewed outragen. and alno loto the organization,
rules, and conduct of trade wocletiosn. Its In-
vestigatluon was most searching and tho out-

me |8 embodled In slxteen volumes, Instead,
owever, of & law 1o suppress the unlons,
which the masters bad hoped for. this Inquiry
resuliod in & temporary ot proteoting the funds
ualons (1869) and then (1871) (n the Trade
plon wot, which sanctioned the alms of
unlons and logalized their measuren. This
wan n reat vielory, and theuoeforth the aglia-
tlon for the tots) ropeal of all pausl Inwa uMect-
Ing lnbor vecuuwe more persistent and lutenss,
uatll, o 1875, & Consorvative Guvernmont, alier
A alight show of registanes. granted the worke
men's dooands.,  Then It was that the Cone

|

shartet of Enghisk labor, hn the nnhu
free to enlarge the scope of thelr operations,
and snch sucosssive year has seen them widen-
In: the flold of thelr polities-seonaiile and
polltiesd mouvity, Io ab76. wpd sgsdn I
1685, the Trade Unilos OCongresses put
forth distinot sod slaborste Pariismentary
programmes, In genersl it may be sald that

i

| progresasffeatod i visibls not only in

is

.‘__- - -
- dwe to o
efforts of the trade unio : i M
no doubt, hus been slow, but the

sdvantages (Ineroased wages and shortened
hours of Inbell bat in soeinl poaition, through
the rwolltllon ol industrial righta: Ia politioal

| status through enfranchisement and slleibllity

10 the highest posts open to poptlar sleotion:
and. finally, In eonstitutionnl rights through
the ropeal of repressive atid disabling statutes,
and the passage of more just and equitable
inna. Equaiity before the law s not only
rocostnized as an abstract prinolple. bul is sm-
bodled In stetutory ensctmenta

Iv.

Wa hiave reviswad the history of trade unlons
from thelr obsours beginnings as seerst and
flijolt assoccistions through thelr development
into lawful and powerful socletios, Let us now
ginnos st thelr organization and workings &
subject to which Mr. Howell has devoted his
third chiapter. He would define trade unions
as, o thelr essence, voluntary assoolations of
workmen for mutual proteation and aaslstance
1o securiug the most favorabls conditions of
Inbor. This s thelr primary aud fundamental
objset. Tt Includes all efforts 1o ralse wages or
to pravent & reduction of them; all attemupts to
eurtall tho bours of Iabor of to realst an
extension of them: all endeavors to regulate
mattors parta‘ning to mothods of employment
and disehargo and to modes of work. Astrade
unions have devolopad they have come to In-
elude within thelr purview other nims whieh,
although secondary and derivative, are Im-
portant, At prosontthe sphere of their aotion
oxtendd to almost evory detnail sonneoted with
the labor of the workman and ithe well-bolog
of hin evory-day life. |

The prinelple upon whioh the asaoolations
ealled trndo unions are founded is obvionsly
precisaly that of & mutual a<surance socloty,
tha object baing to enable the mambera to do
by comblnntion whiat they wounld otherwise ho
unahble to effect. This pmrpose the noelstien
sack to carry out by moeauns of oontributions,
ench membar of the unlon paylng o defluite
wouekly sum, which entitles him to all the ben-
efita sot forth In the soclety's rules, The
amounts vary [from two penoe (lour
ounts) par week In somoe of the poorer
tradoes 1o one shllling (twonty-five cents! por
wealk In the ongluesrs’, boiler makoers’ nnd Iron
sbipbuilders’, Iron founders’. earpentora’. and
otuer simiinrunfons, It Is seldom that there
are two scnles of payment in any one unlen.
A i rule all mombers piay the same sum, and
wto equally eatitled to all the benefits for
which the rules of tho union provide. There
ars, howaver, n fow saocletlos whioh keep their
trade fuuds and bonefit funds ssparate, In
these n mombor may, If he cbhooson, pay to the
trade fund only. Whon this is done, it {8 usa.
ally by persons who bufore jolning tha trade
uvuion hnd become members of somo other
and jndepondent friendly society. A larie
pumber of trade uoclons, however, ntlll
exist for trade purposes only, Il we ex-
eopt ® burial fand, which (8  well-
plgl unlversal Dut the provalllng tendenoy
smong modern trnde unions I8 to embreoe in
thelr objacta both trade and [riendly baneflta,
thoreby assuring to thelr monibers the advan-
topes offered by the ordinary friendly socioty
In addition to thoss which the trade soclety
provides for the protection of trade futorests
Itis uwoticenble that lo all casen these unlons
fulill thelr necuniary obligntionus to thelr mem-
burs, such defaleations and fallures ns contin-
unliy oveour in banks belok almoest unknown,

Tun mmonnt of the contribution payahble
weekly hos been mentioned. My Howeil also
furuishes a table which exbibits the beneilta
derivabls from n few of the largost and beat
orgauized uplops, Tohas the eogloeers and
carpenters pay to elck members from ten to
twelve shillings o weok for twenty-six woeka,
and nftorward from five to six shilllngs. On
tho denth of & momber they pay $50. and on
thio death ol & member's wile $35. For an in-
jury resulting in disabloment they pay from
400 to $5U0, On superannustion they puy
from ten to soven sulllimgs weekly, Members
out of work recelve from ten to alx shillings a
woek. Onwsirike thoy receive from fOfteen to
Ove shilliings weokly, The out-of-work fund ls
one o! the most effective means by which
the better organized trade unlons oxert sn in-
direct Influence on the labor market aand pre-
vent a reduction of wages. It shlelds mem-~
bors rom belng obligea to nceopt work upon
inndequnte terms. 11, however, a man Is dis-
charged for drunkennoss. or for aotual mis-
conduct on his part, be s not entitled to par-
tlolpate o the out-of-work fund. As each
meiuboer of the soclety conslders hlmsel! m
kind of gusrdian of the common purso, &
wholesome restraint Is Imposcd, whick pro-
duces o salutary offeot oo conduct and
tends to avert any attempt at fraod
Moreover, § each moember feels It to be
his duty to 1ook out for work on behsll of
those who are unemployed mnd who are con-
sequantly dependesnt on the soclety’s funda.
An obvious benefit moocrulng from this pro-
vlilon to the community st large s that mem-
bers of & trade unlon whieh malntains an
"out-ol-work fund " are, when thrown out of
employment, supported Ly money subsoribed
when the members are omployed—instead of
becomlue & burden on the rates, Thoussnds
of families are by these meaus yearly kept
from vauperlsm. The extent to which this
vrovislon I8 made and the amount pald an-
nually for the rells! of out-of-work members
are caoloulated to mstonleh thuse who suppose
that trade unlons are established only for the
purpose of sirikes, For lnstanes, since 18561 the
Boller Makers' Unlon has pald to members out
of work (exclusive of strikes, slokness, lnjuries,
&o.) 84,540,000, while o the same period the
Engineors' Unlon bas pald for the ssme pur-
pose neurly $7.500,000, T'he *new trade union-
lsts,” whose advanced section (s mede up of
Boclalluts, sneer at bepefits like these, They
Inslst that wrode unlone should be sharply dif-
fercntiated {rom f{rlendly socleties, aud that
the funds colleoted by the former should Le
exclusively devoted to the prosecution of
strikes, Thoy bold that the benefits conferred
by Irlendly soclotles are obtulnod at the ex-
Donu ol labor, Instead of cavital, and tend to
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Windionted by aa Encimate Friend.

To yum Eorron oy Tax Suw—Sir: Having
innformer paper sald atl [ wish to sayin
vindieation of Mr, Wabster's political sonduet
in 1880, 1 will mow ndd that Il aby ons wishes
to read a falr aud sandid estimate of his courss,
by a Republican writer. he will And one (n the
sscond volume of Mr, Blalne's " Twenty
Yours of Conmress.” On the whole, 1 have
never resd one that fs more just. I shall
now perform a duty which I have deferred
too long. the duty of defending Webseter's
moral eharacter aeainat cartain Imputations
which hara bsen with painful regret belleved
by many persons who recognive his intellestunl
groatness and his publio services, and of
which the minds of younger generations onght
to ba disabused. No man's memory should
bo allowsd to rest under ohargea of vics and
immorality whish have oo just foundation,

The firat oharge that I shall noties [s that
Mr. Weobster was an Intsmperate man: so
muoh addioted to llquor that he might have
been ealled a drunkard. and that his Lhablta in
this reapect often Impalred hia Intellootual
faoultion, and at length ahortened his life.
There are diTarent stAndards of tomporanocs
and intomperance. To the * teetotaller.” tha
bellever in total abstinencs, any man (s Intem-

perato who tonoches wine or ardent spirits at |

all. It would be gbsurd to apply this dofinition
of intemparance to any man of Mr. Wobster's
time or of any other time. o wan by no msans
atotal-abatinonce man. Ho drank wine and
somatimes brandy, as other goatlemen did in
his geusration. Nerortheloss, ho was not nn
intemperate man, and In saying this T shall
toll exactly what I know and what I obsarved
in & long and Intlmate nequalntance with
him, I have seen Mr. Wabstor when he bad
been dining out at o private house or at a
publie dinnor, and when ho had taken too
much wine, but I never saw him intoxionted,
although I have soon him on oceasions of high
festivity when bLis animal spirits. the ous-
tom of drinking healths, and the manners of
the time, pometimes lod him to driok more
wino than was prudent. At bis own table wine
whs nlways sorvod, genarally Madeira of exeel-
lent quality, but he did not take it Immoder-
ately. Heo did not drink obampagno bosause
he did not {derit n whol baverage,
and he had no love for It lu regard to ardent
splritsithe following s'atomonts are strictly
truo, Mr, Webrter sometimon dravk brandy,
but when he was well he did not use more
brandy than othor gentlomen (id at that time.
Whiskey, aa n aafe and wholesome bevorage,
wis not much uveed in tliose daya. At ons
poriod in his Uie Mr. Wabster wns advised by
a physloan in Washington to use brandy and
sugar to cheek thesrmptome of a disorder to
which he was subjoct, Buch advice would not
be givon now. as thers are better romediea,
Following this advies, Me. Webster,whon he had
an attack of that complaint, veed Lrandy and
SURAr a¢ & correotive, nnd he used It some-
what freely, as be and his physiolan conaldered
it necessary for him to do. At no time did he
over lmpalr his Intsllectual powars by & habit
of lutemparate drinklug: and I have heard It
romarked by a shrewd obaerver, that if any
one will take Webstor's writings, speeches, or
arguments, and study them atteatively, he
will see that they could not have been the pro-
ductions of m man who was habltually in-
tomperate. lle was In the hablt of rislog
at 4 o'clock In the morulng, even In win-
tor. lighting his owan fire., and doing his
Intelisctual work befors breakfast. No man
osn do this habitually and all through his
lfe who {s habltually intemporate in the use
of epirits or wine. There may bs a difer-
enco of opinlon about stlmulants as helps to
Intelloctual efforts; but Mr Webstor never
used such helps, The storles that hnve
been told of his belng Intoxleated on cer-
taln  occaslona ars  gross exnggorations.
There was oue ocosslon In the Senate, an
all-nlght sesslon. when many of the mem-
bers made use of stimulants to sustaln what
they had to endure,and whon Mr. Wobstor spoke
to the question that was before the Senate
ho was under the Inflvence of too much stimu-
lant. There was snother ocoaslon. In Rooh-
ester, when he bhad to make & speech In the
open alrto s grest assembly, and when some
one gave bhim some very bad liguor, of the kind
that {8 drugged. He wasreported to have sald
something wvery absurd about the Geneses
Falls, but when the measurement that he gave
of the fall of water was compared with the
facts it was found to be strictly oorrect. He
sald aftorward thathe was a little * flustored”
by the bad whiskey that had been given to him.
It was ofton necessary for him, especinlly when
sposking lo the open alr, to molsten his vooal
organs with o little water. A tin tombler had
been placed on the little table st his slde, and
thinking It contained water, Lis ralsed it to his
Ups and drank from It before he percelved
what It contalned,

1 subrult thess faots to the judgment of can-
did men, who know what the habits of life
were in Mr. Wenster's day. He onn with no
more propriety be sald to have been an Intem-
peratd man than hundreds of other men
sgainst whom such a charge bes paver beon
made, but who drank both wine and splrita
quite ns muach ns he did, Hisdeath was eausad
by & complieation of dluorders whioh were
nelther produced nor ageravated by his per-
sonal babits of living. Thir was plainly re-
vealed by the autopsy, conducted by very emi-
nant surgeons, The vrinolpal derangement of
his organs was caused by & fall from an open
oarriuge whon he was driving mear Marsh-
fleld, and when his carriage broke down
and he was thrown violently to the
ground. This was In the epring of 1852
1 was whh bhim & great deal that
summer after the nocident, and I know that
be never recovered from the offects of It al-
though he did return te Washington for s short
time ut the urgent requenst of Presldent Fill-
more, After hin death bis grent brain was re-
moved from the skull by thesurgeons, weighed,
and examined. 1t wan found that & (nlss inem-
brane had formed sronnd & part of cthe braln,
which, if he had llved much longer, would In
all probabllity have Impaired his {ntellectual
powers. They nevar were Impalred (n any de-
groe, s was proved Ly his grand and Impros-
mive death, which I witnessed and have de-
poribed In my lfe of him. No death of any
mersly human bolng sinco that of Boorates
woas so majestio and evinced such & marvel-
lous power of the mind over & suffering body
8t the lust hour,

Thers {8 & writer somewhers (n Massachu-
sotts who s koown under the pseudonymn of
" El Perkina" [ have been told that " Ejf
Porkine " recently publisbed a statement Lhat
Mr, Wobstor. just before his death, culled out
" Goorgo, pass the brandy bottle;” and tant
his “good friend Georgs Ticknor Curtls,” who
was presont. lostend of passlng the brandy
bottle, lovented for his Aving friend the
saying: "I still lvn" This fiction of Mr.
* Ell Porkins's" was addressed to the bellevers
in Mr. Webster's intamperste habita. There
ware present In Mr, Webster's chamber nll
plegbt, untll he dled, elght or ten persons.
ludies nnd gentlomen, and two eminent physi-
olans. The exlatence of n brandy botile at sueh
atime, in the chnmbar of a dylne mnn, Is o
protence thot need oo impose upon any one
The saytog. “* 1 etlll live,” could not have besn
oonnelved by any bystunder. T'ls trus olrouw-
stanoes surrounding that celebrated utterance
pf she dylog statesmun are stated (n full de«
tall in my life of him. The saying was learned
from some of those who were pressnt by a re-
porter for a Boston paper. aad it was published
in the Boaton papers on the followlng morn-
Ing an sxproas hnving boen sinrted tor that
elty as poon as Mr. Webster brouthed his lnoe
breath. Perbepe | cugbi to apologise Lo your
rosders for notloing anyting that comen (rom
@ professed " humorist” But | esnnot kpow
how many resders will bs disposed o eredit
sogeenss of any kind

T shall now notice the charge that Mr, Web-
Stor was & Leentious man, & shargs that has,
perhaps, troubled more persons than the
charge of his intemperance. On this “ubjeot
too, 1 auall sponk with perfect plninoess, |
ot oply Jo uos Lalivye thet Mr, Webnter was &
man who bad Laiproper el with w
but | think I sen adduos evidenos thas will
roluio the sharge entirely, because 1 bLave loe

"Ilm nul.amm

lul-. uﬂ nr Iady, marriea or alngls, might
well feal finttarsd by his attentions. Mr, Web-
pter's first wile, n Yory lovely woman, died In
1838, It nover was said. to my knowledge, that
bo wan unfaithinl 1o her, and In reforencs to
hin early days, before his first marriags, thore
pever wAs any scandal about him. After the
death of the first Mra, Webater hoe boarded in
Washington (o the same house with & Indy and
bor husbana. whom I aball only designates as
Mr and Mra. A—, The husband wnaa a political
writor of conslderable accomplishment, em-
ployed on & paper In Washfngton, and a sohol-
arilke man. The Iady was an altraciive and
handsome wowan, A [rlendship grow up be-
twoen Mr, Webaterand Mra, A—. Prottysoon it
wans rumored [n Washington that thers wore Im-
propar relations betwaon Mr, Webstor and this
Iady. To apeak plainly, It was sald that she
wna his mistress and that her husband con-
plved at the connection. At that time I was 18
yonra old, and if I haard of such things I conld
know nothing about them. When I was 80 T
bscame known to Mr, Waebster. aud I was
puch notlced by lilm. From thiat time I knaw
hlm Intlately unill his doath In the autumn
ol 1852 During all thons yonrs I never heard
any imputation upon his moral charscter in

| reforouce to the other sex. but after his

donth 1 hemrd of this old Washington
soandal about Mra, A—. 1 [nguired
of several of Mr, Wetistar's contemporaries nond
frionds and was told that they heard of It at
the time, but that thers was nothing In Ir.
When Mr, Webster's private papara esms into
my honds, and I was about to write hils life, in
the year 1868, I found that everything had
boen arranged (n chronologienl order by Mr.
Edwnrd Everett, who waa the first named of
M. Webstor's literary executors, I belog the
1nat pamed nnd the youngest, Aly first exam-
ination wan of ths correspondence: and when
1 opsnod the ohest eontalnlng the papors, the
first namo that my eyo foll upon was thas
of Mr. nud Mr, A—, I took out n
Inrge bundls of jetters. all duly teketed
and labelled with the names of Mr. and
Mra. A—, oand road them all through from
beginning to end. They showed on the part of
this lady the beglnning and progross of & friend-
ahip that mnst have been peoullarly gratilying
to Mr, Webster at & time whou foamalo sympa-
thy waas important to him, and they also show-
od that the lady was unmistakably an sccom-
plisbed, an agresablo, and a virtuons womarn,
Tho lotters of AMr, A—— to Mr.Webater contain-
od tho strongest Internal'evidence that he was
not & mon who could havoe eonnived at his
wile's want of virtue. This proo! 1 conalderad
as quite sufMolent to explode the old Washing-
ton soandal, But I dld no: rest there. I
made Inquirios among Mr. Wuebsater's friends
In Boston, and I found that [n the
summer of 1430 Mrs. A— vlsitod Boston, and
wis received and entertained at the house of a
kinsman of Mr, Webstar's at Nahant, as any
trivnd of his would hnve been. The (riendship
was well known. but no one Imagined that
there was anything more, and no one would
have tolarated the suguestion that there was
anything objectlonabls In the lady's charac-
tor or In Mr. Webhatoer's relatione with her,

Mr. and Mra. A— have long beon demd.
Indead. I think they dled or left this eouutry
(they wore Engllah) Lefore the doath of Mr,
Wobater. If thelr lottersto him were now ox-
tant, [ should publish them, But they werse
destroyed In a fire gome years ago, in which [
lost my lbrary and & great maess of private
PRDATR

Thers was a muoh worse scandal putin olr-
culation by some newspaper writer ot tho timo
when Mr, Webstor was Becretary of Btate in
President Tyler's administration. This story
was that a certain fomals of respoctable char-
acter called at the department one day on
business. and ;was shown lato Mr, Webnster's
private room; that after conversing with her
for some time he locked the door and attempt-
od an indecon: assault upon her. The lie was
told with so much clrcumstsnce thot It wns
necessary to moot ir. There was Lut one way
in which it could be met. By the ndvice of
friends Mr, Wobsater wont before n maglstrate
and made and subecribed an aMdavit declnes-
ing thot the whole story waa {false in
overy partioular and every semss. The af-
fidavit was published. I remember it dis-
tnetly, and once had a copy of it, but it
was destroyed with other papers at the time
shove mentloned. In writing the life of
Mr. Wobster I did not notice thess soandals
that I have now refuted. and I will take this
oconalon to say why I did mot. I felt thatit
would be a kind of Indiguity offersd to my
ronders to allude to euch Imputations, when
many of my readers muat be persons who
know Mr, Webstor as well as I did. Hut he has
now been doad for nearly forty yoars. and It is
twonty years or thereabouts sluce my life of
bim was firat published. That book continues
to be sold and to have new ronders. It haa
been reduced In price, In order to give fta
wider clroulation. My remson for notleing
thess imputations now {athat I am often naked
my ballef about thom by pereons who never saw
Mr. Webster. and who have felt troublod by
what they have heard. I nmow give to the
publloc my personal bellef, and my reasons for
ft. The reputation and charsoter of such a
men a8 Daniel Webster are a national posses-
slon, and no just mind will be disposed to
doubt that my testimony (s of some Impor-
tapcs, In regard to & man whom [ knew inti-
mately for more than twenty years. I have
had to refute charwes that sre somotimes
vaguely and obsourely mnade, and sometimes
are specifically and olroumatantially repented,
Itrust thet I have done It thoroughly.and
ouce for all. I have done It in order to save
mysell the troubls of mnswering personal
luquiries that are freauently made of me.

1shall now mention & tralt in Mr. Wobster's
charagter whioh Is to my mind very strong
proot, ol a sevondary kind, thut b was not an
unohaste man. It may bo eet down as o truth
that men who are loose In thelr lives will be
loone In thelr conversation,at times. It is
hardly vosalble for &n impure man to be at all
tmes pure iu his eonversationsl habita £f he
does not bimself Indulge (n looss and ribald
talk, he will tolerate It In othern. Mr,
Webster not only never was heard to
say aoytbing Indecont or Indelicaie himmall,
but e never oould endurs to bear it from any-
ouselse. I never knew ihe mwan who could say
shat ho had even uttered & double-sniandre (n
Mr, Wehater's prossnce without belng robuked
forit. Im thin respeot my great friend was the
mont delloato parson that I ever knew—as deli-
cate as the purest woman, [ have a theory that
Indelicate conversation ls [noompatible with
greatnens of intelleot; and If this Lbus not basn
always true of men of grent intellact it vortalnly
was true of Mr, Wobster, yet | have sesn bim
in companles in which he was under no re-
stralut excepting thut whiseh his own fesllng
about puch things impossd upon him.

In lustration of this tralt in his character I
shall now relste an sneodote that was told to
e by 8 gontlvman who was present when the
Incldent ocourred, There was a koot of lead-
Ing Whigs In New York who ware kuown as
Mr, Wabster's speelsl {rlonds. Ono of these
gontlemen, & mou ol wialth who lived jn s e
house on the corner of Fourtesnth street and
University plsce, gave & laras dinper party to
Mr, Webater. Amonk the guests was a mnan
who was often Invited 10 dinners becauss he
told "good storlesn.” as they mre sometimes
called, Thers were no lsdles at tha table
After the wine had airoulated pratty frosly the
host very indisorastly oulled unon this man
for o story. Tue vaccatens then be U "
story, and It so.n  npnoared  thit  thero
Wus u woman In It My Informant sald
that as the story procesded Mr. Wabster's @rant
oyes retroated Into thelr pockats, and bis brow
becnme darkened by & terrifio poowl. The end
snd polnt of e slory were very witly aud very
Indesent, but mo laugh followsd. Every one
was awed by Mr. Webater's looks, As soon
o the story was flatshed he rose from his
abulr, looked mll sround the table uantll he
onught the ayo of evary one, and thon, with at
saying s word, walked quloxly out of the dinlog |
oom. One gspueman. who was partioulasy
intimste with him. foliowed Blm Inte the ball
and lound him putelog oo his overcost *

e “ Pk

Webater.™ ho mald, “T1 bote you
golng to lehve us; our friend lr ~ bad
Mon of drawing out that particuins sop, 1 o
syre” Mr, Webstor turned npon hin '“?
frown, and sald, ~Bir, 1f that “Oﬂlu h-:
told at any respectable dinner tahle iy
the window wounld have been orensq aad by
man would have beon pltobed 1ato thy
Good nlght, str™ He then put on t..
walkod to the corner of Hroadway, LLINTYN
omnibas and went down to the Astor e
whore ho nlwars stajed whoniho was |y
York, Constornation flled the whols olraly
hin friends who had been nrasont at the gy,
Thoe next mortlng, the moatloman wha
beon so unceremoniously loft by Mr, Wy
in the ha'l, called upon him and bogeed
to allow him to ask Mr. — his host gf e
povious evening, 10 eome down to the A
Housa and play & gamo of whist, wih Mn
Waebator aa his partnor, Mrin: that Le
Bimself take the fourth band, " Oh, yes,"
Mr. Webhster, "lot him onme™ As Dolltiey
mon. the gontlomen who ware at the g
did not wiah to have a quarral with Mr, We,
ster. Your ronders ean judce whesthar |
rlaht In saying that Mr. Wobsier was ny e,
esptional man In oot tolerating iy
converaation or Indacent atorles. Thapy s
an  historionl porsonage o oup volltiey
annals, of grent oelebrity, who way
the babit of uslog e [lusteations o
onvthing he ‘wished to  enfores, (1™
most qualnt bat indelioate stories 0] nneg
dotes. Bometimoa they wero extremely fithy,
I yiold to no one In my estimats of thaipsrsgeg
publie sarvices, but I never could fosl that hig
storfes wore adapted to any but the lowesy
class of minds, and I wish that this blamisy
did not rest upon hls character. In pmy
opinion, he did injustine to his own intallsst !n
resorting to such illustrations, and his inge),
loot was oertalnly & very strong oba A
mind dosa not noed such means of enforelng
what It has to aay. To sober and thinking
pooplo they detraot greatly from the estims.
tion in which & man {8 held. Tho lesson thar]
would Inculoste upon young mon i (hst suey
a habit is unworthy of a mentloman. alway
dimiolshos the respect In which » man onghy
to be held. and it injures the man In bis owy
ostoemn. Burns has pointed the trothin the
Unos

& ey

For oh, 1 hardens all within,
And petrifies the fesllng

But the distinguished person to whom [ haw
allnded was nover belisved to be s mano! fp
rogular or impure Lifs in any respeot. s soa.
tractod the habit of telling stories that wer
somotimes grossly Indecent, ln his enrly lite,
some of which was passed among persons whiss
conversationiwna) valgar and (mmodest. My,
Wabster was naver thrown [nto such sssosls.
tions at any period In his life. 1f ho had evey
bad the habit. which I have condemned, asd
of which ha cannot be acoused. no one eould
bave ploadod In its extsnuation that Le ecs.
tracted [t ns somo other men did. In early lita,

Inm byno means disponed to say that Web.
ptor's great Intelleot and unsurpassed e
viees to his country ought o exouse him o
any vioe or immorality ; nor do I alaim forbin
that be was a porfect charmoter. He had thy
ordinary fulllogs of buman nature, but nons
of them woro such as led bim into vielous and
{mmoral indulgences. His smbition was oy
of tho kind that would make him alm o resch
the Presidenoy Ly pandering to the prejudiess
and wsootional Interests ol one part of thy
country. Emerson sald of him that to gan
the Proesidency he saorificed wealth, ess,
plensure, happiness, and, finally, honor sad
tiuth, [is bonor aud his troth can never be
impeached, They may be left to the candd
Jjudgment of those who will read hi
history Impartially, snd they should not s
judged by a dlatribe from a man who | mputsd
tohls blood a talnt that could have existed
only in o devil, He ocertainly did sacrifim
waalth, or the opportunities of earning wealth
in ordar to serve his country, But he neve
sacrificed hls happiness, He suffered mon
than his share of ordinary sorrows asd
aflictions, but, on the whole, his I
wos 08 hoappy & ono os commonly falls
to the lot of mon whose Inclinstions, genius
and sense of duty lead them to do aull the
rood they can in opubMo stations. 1 never
thought that he made more than one mistaks
in bis publlo csrcer. After he made the
treaty with England and after he left I'reaident
Tyler's Cabinet, I think It would bave been
botter for him if he had remalned out of pube
lc life for some years. If he had done so, he
would, when occaslon required him to say any.
thing, have swayad publlo oplnlon more than
any other man over did save Washington, But
he was persusded to return to the Seoate In
1883 by b constituency whose wishes he could
not disrogard. lle remained in the Senste un.
ti11850; and then omma the orisis In which,
on the 7th day of March Inthat year, e por.
formed, ut the age of 68, & publle service thay
was ssoond only to that which won for Lim, &t
the age of 48, thetitle of * Delonder of the Con-
stitution,” In his great speech against Nollin.
eation. That he oould not become Prosldent
by conciliating the South, was just as ap-
parent to bim in Mareh, 1650, ne it {s now to all
mon who koow the politloal situasionof the
oountry st that perfod,
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OBEDIENCE I0 TAE DEATH

A Daotectabl 4 e

ef Napol
Caar, nuc the Pnuh- King,

The editor of @il Blaa in his last lssue,
vouches for the truth of this story: Napoleon
L was entertainiog the Crar Alexander and
the Prussian Eilng at break(ast in Tilisit, whea
the conversation turned on loyalty. i

“My soldlors obey me bllodly,” sald e
Crar.

And mine are anxious to die for me." added
Napoleon.

At the auggestion of the Prussian King a test
ol devotion was agreod upon. The royal party
were broakinsting {n the Afth story of & build
Ing that {soed & paved strest. Isoch mombor
wus t0 call in one of Lils soldlers sod command
bim to jump from the window. Naucleod
made the firat tost.

*Qall ths Gardiste Marcan.” he commandad,
and Marcau appeared.

" Will you obey say order I give you?" naked
" Yas, sire,"
" Blindly, whatever it (s?*
“Tuen jump out of that windew.”
“Puc I bave & wife and 'II'O ohlldren, alrs."”
nd ¢
Gardls unr alk
tutluw nuon AaLe,
tg N bo ¥ ruard,” orﬂa
t o Czar, whose turn came next, The soldl
n{\’lm: 'a your name "
\ﬂ” Vell, Ivan, just throw yoursell oupt of thed
oW,
m'd"l {ulm." answered the guardsman, snd
8(x ml [ 4 rl
umu L oo: & pOAr nn'ﬂ- 'o 1
Iriend,” ;plllnod '}ha Hing. *to show
an have 1unun— at comand from that wine
u' Have you the plurk lll do the same ¥’

HNapoleon,
" Blindly, sire,”
D | will gh tor TE ward'"
on
& pri \rm
*Tvan Ivanoviteh,”
d the br not of my soldiers u
ml 9!#3!.!:‘*1,: I?u to his
van
%hl r loyaltly u poh and o llussing guards
l:- It for Lo Futberiand ¢
.

s Al refusa to do in"

a.. Hius Yhinks this ane ou &u a Nne
lesson for Gerwan army o prosenh
80U Murders a Yean
Prom s Blacirioal Bevime,

in Taxas we Ff; § 800 murders gom-
miited yoarly, cr 1 minchlevous s
pathy wi urdl sver Nnd & jury that Las th o
man ol und t MFaHe to p.u. the srtiteice
Q' oatn uul?rm!mt By base uur:
Cdervd woe of bis eilow |'vlrmn n i --'""T-

poneking manner. They pot only turs loos
anuﬁuuu mwan un ltmmr 111.“ he mur .rm-
l* . urJ orlme Le voin-
D\I l at ADEBrOuN ‘olal‘-‘
t‘ou u ohly to refef
varal years -to oo
F’ ulhsl ‘I'l‘l o. Larror of bed
O

nmoen. It u nears
llh- bn«f‘auf

& fornddab » e UE‘i
ALY 1uua b 7 tlie wople s Munrubal 64
m

| &y it s said lo nde n vory yood ’inl-
Lal, for avory rough know Low 1o poe et
AL -lmu & vioient. dinug "

bl ems anrang i ol °t

|




